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CnAPTEU V.

yl'ni morning following Lis misbap,
Capt. Fritt arose with a nose enormously
enlarged and ludicrously out of shape, and
with one eye blind to the deformity in
such clote proximity. . One glance at his
mirror showed him that his beauty was

efloctually marred, for tho present at least,
and dreading to be seen in such a misera-
ble plight, he reported himself on the sick
list, resolved to keep close quarters until
he was himself again. But, in the mean-

time, tho proper steps to vindicate his
honor and satiate' his thirst for ven-

geance must not bo delayed ; and as soon
as the Burgeon Lad his wounds,
he drew up a challengo in duo form and

Cut it to Wilmrr, by tho first Ensign.
The cartel dispatched,' he nest dispatched
his breakfast, which ho had scarcely done
when the following note wus handed him,
by the bearer of his challenge.

To Cam. E. TntTZ. '
" 1 ' '

"StR : Your note by the hands of your
friend, has been duly received. In reply,
1 have only to say that your conduct, last
nit'ht, confirmed tho opinion, long enter-
tained, that you are a scoundrel, and I
can not agree to take any step that may
bind to an acknowledgment, on my part,
of any equality between ua.

;. "... ... ... CHARLES WILMER."
Pritx fired off a volley of oaths and

epithets, by way of giving vent to his
rage, and having nearly exhausted his
stock of ammunition, he turned to the
Ensign and asked what he thought of the
note.

'It convinces mo, Captain, of what I
Lave long auBpccted, that Wilmor is a
coward." . : (

. "And what is to be done in such case,
Ensign?" . . '

' "Court-martia- l, him, Captain, for strik-

ing Lis superior officer, and for cowardice
in refusing to give such satisfaction as a
gentleman has a right to demand. The
charges will be sustained, and the Lieu-

tenant Cashiered and turned out of tho
fort, in disgrace."

"I have no other remedy j" said FriU,
".and the sooner it is applied, the better."
Aind seating himsolf at the table, he drew
up tho charges and forwarded them to the
General, with the request that the
trial might come on at once, and in his

'room.
(" rending these movements, Wilmcr bad

again requested an interview with the
General, which was flatly refused, and the
refusal accompanied with a hint, that the
interview, when granted, would probably
be in. public At a loss to account for
such treatment, he called on Maj. Dade
and asked an explanation of him.

"My dear follow," said the Major, "I
hare,' just, this moment, heard of your
affair with Friti, last night, and have no
lonbt, a complaint, against you has been

laid before the General. Should such

prove to bo tho case, you will bo cited to
trial this morning, and I have sad misgiv-

ings as to tho result. No doubt, Fritt
deserved all you gave him, but you know

tho strictness with which discipline is en-

forced here, aud I would give a year's pay

to undo what is done."

Xhe Major was right. Wilmer Lad

Mareoly entered bis quartora, when an
officer summoned him to appear bofore a
Court-marti- which would convene at 9

o'clock, iu the quarter of Capt, Fritz.
"The proceeding is somewhat summary,

air;" aaid Wilmcr, to the officer, "but you

may inform tho General that I shall be

ready at tho appointed hour."
' "I can send your message, sir, by

".:aaid the Sergeant, "but my in-

structions are to stand guard at your door

aatil yon are fulled for."
' Then It it fcered that I day attemjt

''

.
.

to escape " ' Wilmer replied, with a smile
of acorn.? "Well be it so j but you had
better lock ' the door and eeat yourself
oomfortably, whilst I write a letter." i n

By this time, the population of the fort
wai in a ferment of excitement, and the
incidents of the previous evening were
discussed in every variety of, form and
tamper, and nowhere with more earnest-
ness than in the apartments of the ladies,
And could the last Lave known the reason
why Wilmer struck hie superior officer,
the judgment pv.sod by many of them,
would have been promptly reversed. But
none knew that the gallant Lieutenant was

to be tried for his manly defence of the

General's daughter, and that the General
himsolf had appointed the tribunal before
which he was to appear. '

But the beating of the drum suspended
all discussion, and was the signal for the
assembling of the Hcattcrcd groups around
the door of the court-roo- m all eager to
see and hear as much as possible of what
passed within. The judges were soon
seated, and presently, the Lieutenant ap
pcared, escorted by the Sergeant, and the
orowd parted to give them free passage.
Entering the room, Wilmcr stood proudly
erect before the military tribunal, and his
noble form seemed to acquire additional
majesty, under the gaze of those upon
whom his fate dependod, in the approach
ing trial. He answered, with a pleasant,
smile, the anxious look of his friends, and
met the gaze of his enemies with dignified
indifference. Never had he appeared to
greater advantage, and his bearing elicited
the admiration of the more generous
among those who sought to disgrace him.

"Lieutenant Charles Wilmer," said the
President of the Court, "you have been
cited to trial, before this Court-martia- l, on
three distinct charges ; but before proceed-

ing further, it is proper to ask if you have
any objections to tho Court, as now con
stituted, and if you are ready for trial I"

"Sir;" said Wilmer, in reply, f'it mat
ters little with me, how this Court is con-

stituted. T-:- e summary proceedings insti-

tuted against me, leave no doubt on my
mind, that conviction is a foregone con-

clusion. An impartial trial I can not
hope for, in tho midst of those who have
vied with each other in a long continued
effort to traduce my character. The Court
is, perhaps, as impartial as any that could
have been organized out of the material
within the fort; and when the command
ing General himself sets the example of
pre judging my case, what Lave I to ex-

pect from Lis subordinates, with one or
two exceptions?"

' I demand tho proof, sir," said the
General, interrupting him, "of the charge
that I have pre-judge- d your case!"

"You shall have it, sir ;" Wilmer re-

plied, as he drew from his pocket and read
aloud, the following note.

To Capt. Fritz.
"Dear Sir: Your request shall be

immediately complied with. The arrogance
and presumption of Wilmer has been borne
long enough, and bis absence from the tort
will be a relief to many, and to no one more
than myself. W. HOLMES."

"And now, Gen. Holmes," Wilmer con-

tinued, "permit me to ask you if this note
was written for general circulation amongst
the officers ?"

"It was intended to be strictly private;"
said the General, whose faco was all aglow
with confusion, "and was written in haste
and under excitement. I acknowledge my
error, and beg that it may have no weight
with any member of the Court, and I ask

your pardon, Lieut. Wilmer, for any wrong
it may do you."

"Whilst I freely forgive," continued the
Lieutenant, "I must bo permitted again to
refer to this note as affording proof of my
declaration, that I have nothing to hope

and let me add nothing to ask from
this Court. No ono present can be more
anxious for me to leave the fort than I am

to lcavi it; and if dismissed from the
service as I expect to bo tho disgrace
will not be mine. I am ready for trial.'

For a minute or two, a death-lik- e silence
prevailed, in and out of doors, aud a
stranger to what was going on, would
have infercd that Wilmer was reprimand
ing officers and soldiers for some grave
misdemeanor. At length the President
resumed business, by saying :

"Lieut. Wilmcr, you are arraigned upon
three charges : First, for striking your
superior officer ; second, for cowardice,
and, third for treasonable conference with
a stranger, beyond the walls of tho fort
What have you to say in answer to the
first charge?"

"That I am guilty of the fact, but justi-

fied by the provocation."
"Anything you can say in extenuation ;"

remarked &3 Cot oral ; "ehall receive due
consideration. What was the provocation

iby-whie-
h you were justified ?" '

"That question I can noir answer with-

out involving another in this enquiry.
The blow was given in dele no of innocence,

and would be repeated under tlo, aa,mo

cireu instance."

"What have you to say in answer to the
charge of cowardice, as shown In your re-

fusal to give satisfaction to your superior
officer, when the lame was demanded?"

"I have only. to say that the charge was

made by a coward, and , that I refused to
fight him for the tame reason that I would
refuse to get down on all-fou- and fight
a dog the advantages, all his, the. shame

. . ' . .It - if! Jmine., .. ... . , . .,

Capt. Fritx sprang to Li feet and laid
his hand upon the hilt of Lis (word, whilst
Wilmer gave him a look of such withering
contempt, that he sank, under it, into Lis
scat without Laving uttered a word. The
President sternly" reminded" the Lieutenant
that such language, if not punishable as a
contempt, merited severe censure. .'.

"I tm here, sir;" he replied, "to answer
the questions propounded to me, and my
own eenae of hoor bids me tell the truth;
and in addition to my last answer, let me
add, that any man, no matter what his
conduct on the field of battle, or the mis
called field of honor, who will wantonly
traduce a lady, is a coward. Further : it
is known to you all that, during my whole
term of service here, Capt. Fritx has
availed himself of evory opportunity to
heap indignities' upon me, keeping, how
ever, just within the limits that saved him
from chastisement ; and the superior who
thus deports himself towards an inferior
officer knowing the- Lands' of the latter
to be tied by the rules of discipline is a
coward., You have , my answer to the
second charge whether it is satisfactory,
or not, is immaterial to me."

"What have you to say ;" continued the
President; "to the charge of treasonable
conference with a stranger, out-Bid- e of the
fort?"

"At Lis own request, I met the Hermit
of the Washita, whose purposo was to
warn the fort of the approach of Tatunkah
with a small band of warriors, and with
hostile designs. At this moment, perhaps,
the bearer of the white flag is on his way
to the fort, to propose a conference with
you, sir, at a distant point, under the pro- -

text of making a permanent peace, but,
in fact, to make you his prisoner, This,
sir, is tbe treasonable communication I
received from the stranger." .

"And why have you not sooner reported
the important intelligence?" Asked the
President.

"I called at tho quarters of the General
last night, to impart the information ; but
he refused to see mo. I called again this
morning, and was again denied, with the
intimation that if an interview were grant-
ed, it should bo in public evidently fore-

shadowing this trial, for which he was

then preparing, I being kept in ignorance
of any such purpose another evidence
of the sort of justice I Lave to expect.
But this is not the only evidence. Scarce-

ly had I reached my quarters, when the
Sergeant came to tell me I must appear
before this court, at this hour, and that he
had been ordered to keep guard at my
door until I was called for."

"I gave uo such order I" Said the
President, with exoitement..

"That is a matter between you and the
Sergeant, sir." ' Wilmer oooly replied.

"The ordor was given, not by Gen.
Holmes, but by Capt. Fritz." Said the
Sergeant.

"And Capt. Frits shall answer for it I"

Exclaimed tho President "Have ' you
anything more to Say, Lieutenant Wil-

mer?"
"No sir ! Unless you have more charges

to prefer."
Capt. Fritz, the prosecutor, being asked

if he had anything to say, repjed in the

negative, and the Court adjourned to the

President's room to deliberate, telling
Wilmer that he was at liberty until sent
for to Lear their decision. As they were

leaving the room, Gen. Holmes said to the

Lieutenant, in a low tone, that he would

like to speak with him at his private room,

in a few minutes. Of course the request
was complied with, and soon tho two were
seatod together in the General's room.

"I am aware, sir;" said tho General;
"that I have not aoted fairly towards you,
and the only compensation lean make, is

to use my influenoe, in your behalf, with

the Court; and in order to make it avail

able, wish you tell me the provocation that
induced you to strike Capt. Frits. The

charge of insubordination is the only one

that can be sustained, and the penalty may

be mitigated by a knowledge of the causo."

"As I have already said, sir," Wilmer

replied, "the name of another is involved

in that enquiry, and that other is a lady.

Then you see, sir, at a glance, the in
delicacy of such a disclosure, and I would

net consent to give ber-nam- e, should an

unconditional aoquital be the prico. And,
to be candid with you, General, I am

wholely indifferent to the sentence. Con-

scious of uo wrong, and anxious to leave

a post thtt Las been rendered anything
but agreable, by petty annoyanoes, noth

ing but an attempt to disgrace mo can

utako mo repine at the outeace of the
Court."

"Tben," tLe General resumed, "suppose
that tbe Court would decide to dismiss tbe
whole subject, on condition - thai, you
apologise to Capt. Frits. t'r 1 j - c.
' "That supposition, the young1 man
replied, "is totally out bf tLo question.
I have done nothing that TI would not do
again, under the same circumstances, and
woald be cashiered ten times over, sooner
than bumble myself before that petty
tyrant, and unprincipled knave. "

"Then I can do nothing for. you, and
our interview is at an end." Said Gen.
Holmes, evidently excited. Wilmer bowed
and withdrew, and in passing through a

narrow passage, met Ida. She seemed a

good deal agitated, and hurriedly said :

"I know all about it, Mr. Wilmor, and
thank you, from ray ' heart, for your
gonerous. eenduct. Happen what may,
you have one friend in this fort, and should
this be our last meeting, keep this in re-

membrance of me." She hastily slipped
a ring into his hand, and vanished like a
dream. ' '.'

CHAPTER VI.

; On a stormy night date immateri- al-
two men sat together, in & cave on the
Washita. The room was lighted by a pine
torch, which disclosed the rude furniture
made by its occupant, who, judging from
the trophies that adorned the natural walls,
was an adept in hunting and , trapping.
And, though called a hermit, the rifle,
pistols and tomahawk, which occupied
conspicuous plaoes, gave evidence that he
did not rely altogether, upon his peaceful
character for safety, nor upon alms, for his
support A small field, and a garden, of
rich alluvial, both well cultivated lay
in front of the cave, and from them the
Hermit gathered an ample atoro for a life
so primitive ; and could contentment be
the lot of an isolated man, no place seem-

ed better caculated to secure it. But we
will not inflict an attempted description
upon the reader for however accurate it
might be, all the features of the scene,
would, but take the shape his fancy might
impart to them. i (

"And now, Mr. Wilmor;" said the Her
mit; "having provided for your horse, and
satisfied your appetite, I hope you will
gratify my curiosity to know the circum-

stances which have brought about this
meeting, so much sooner than I expected."

"That can be told in very few words?"
Was the reply. "Not an h6"ur before I
saw you at the fort, Capt. Fritz forced me
to strike him. The next morning I was

tried for the offence, and dismissed from
the service, in spite of the efforts of one or
two friends to prevent it. Twelve hours
after, I was on horse-bac- k and wending
my way to this place, though I lost two
days by the lameness of my horse."

"If it is not an impertinent question, sir
I would like to know whether a woman was
not mixed up in the affair!" said the Her
mit.

"You have guessed the truth," Was the
reply.

"I didn't guess it, my young friend, I
knew it. The time was when women seem
ed angels to me; butexperience hag taught
another faith, and if you will take my ad
vice, you will give them a wido berth."

"I am afraid, sir;" said Wilmer, with a
smile, "that experience will have to be my
teacher, as it has been yours ; for nothing
short of it is likely to bring me to your
opinion of woman."

"To experience, let us leave it, then, Mr.
Wilmer, and pardon, if you please, an ex-

hibition of bitterness which has its origin
in greivous wrongs. Now tell me the re-

sult of Tatunkah's stratagem."
"There is but little to tell." Said Wil

mer. A messenger was sent in to pro-

pose the peace counoil ; and Gen. Holmes,
being apprised of the intention, too readily
gave assent to all the terms ofthe meeting,
as proposed by the chief. This, I think,
aroused the suspicions of the messenger,
whose savage stoicism could not altogether
suppress his uneasiness. He left as soon
as the conference ended ; and the General

gave orders for immediate preparations,
which would have resulted in the total de-

struction of the band of warriors, but for
the fact, that not an Indian could be found
at the appointed spot."' -

"Do you think tho messenger recognized

you, Mr. Wilmer?"
"Of that, I am not certain;" Was the

reply. "But I had laid asido my uniform,
and put on my scouting dress, and he look-

ed at xne several times, with an expression
which I could not comprehend."

"I thought as muoh.sir. : The rod devils

are very superstitious, and they have an

idea that you are endowed with supernatur-

al powers. That Indian knew you, andt
depend upon it, that fact had as much to do

with tbe result, as the indiscretion of your

4
crated from tho main body;' said Wilmer.
"but supposed they wero detached as hunt-
ers, though it' seemed strange that they
should Lave taken so much pains to con-

ceal the direction they took, by following
the bed of a stream., If tour surmiao be

i - ... ...
correctj that they recognize4 me as a scout,
may it not be that the detached party Lave

designs upon my person? And ir so, will
. ..1 a V 1 1 1 .1 minicy nut luiiuw me iu mis place: , ,

-- Ana. u nicy ao, jir. nmer, their
will be a fool's errand. This place can b
defended against a thousand of them, with
their present means of assault.. A door
three inches thick, and faced with sheet
iron,' procured from a trading boat, and
fastened on the inside with heavy bars let
into the solid rock, is a lit'lo too much for
their tomahawks." ',

"But not too mnch," Wilmcr suggested,
"for a fire well supplied with fuel, which
is abundant hereabouts." ' i v, yjj

"You are .not aware, my young friend,
of all the defences of my castle;" said the
Hermit, with a smile. "Over our Leads,
runs a small stream, which, by the removal
of a rock; can be made1 to pour out its wa
ters just above the door, and in Hufficlcnt

quantities to extinguish any fire that can
be kindled. It is the same stream that
you saw in the adjoiig cell, occupied by
your horse. Some hundred feet further
back, there is an opening that can be reach-

ed by a ladder, and on passing through it,
you find yourself in a spacious second
story; and going some three hundred feet
further into the hill, the ceiling gradually
becoming lower, you oomo to another
opening, very perfectly closod by a heavy
stone, on removing which, you find 'your
self s, and on the declivity of
the hill. So you see, escape were easy,
even could an entrance 1 forced through
the door." ' ' ""

"It is, indeed, a strong-hold- , and I won-

der it has not been made the abode of rob-

bers!" Wilmcr remarked. ,

"Such it was, sir, when first I saw it ;

but finding it admirably adapted to my
wants, I got into the room above, and there
making up the best imitation of a ghost
that I had materials to fashion, let it down
through the opening, by means of a small
cord, when the band was assembled around
the fire, and the effect upon the bold vil-

lains waa terrific. ; Horror, amazement and
abject fear wrought upon them to such an
extent that they ran Into the woods, and
not one returned until tho next da) ; and
then only to remove their plunder, and
abandon the place. None have ever re-

turned to dispute my right of possession.
But what is it, Mr. Wilmer?" Ho asked,

seeing that the young man was on the alert
and listening intently. "Has

frightened you?" . .

"There are Indians near;" Was Wilmer's
reply; "and my horse has given me notice

There, do you not bear ; his peculiar
,whinny?" - : -

The Hermit stepped lightly to the door,
and rested his ear against the Bolid stone
wall, and, for a while, was as motionless as
the are iaid Iuiei oceF.

"they
beneath theright

mrface- -on."

b"biU- -
of

the open
the moon,

caringlong risen,
light upon the scene, each pendant drop
of water with its silvery rays
Concealed in the shadow cast the over
hanging bluff, the two men in tho
direction of the sound, hoard in the
cave, for awhile, in vain. At length a
figure, horse back, emerged from
dense shade of the wooded into the
moon-lit- . prairie sloped down' the
river; then another and another in

following two others, one
a woman, and after these, three more-makin- g

eight in all. Wilmer upon his
companion, a pale with anxiety,
an eye burning like fire, but spoke

is as I said in
a tone of sorrow. "Those are the six war-

riors behind Tatunkah, their
two captives, Gcnoral and his

daughter." , i ,

"But their captives they shall not long

remain;'" Exclaimed tho young man, "un-

less my becomes paralyzed,

my sight suddenly blasted. - I will

resouo at onec, or die in tho attempt.'
"Don't spoil all by ovcrhaste, my young

friend, tThe odds are great against
and could you overcome them, the

the father aud daughter be

surely as their are hard press
ed by you."

"I know that, am such a

as adopt a course that must lend

General. But ha not aband- - t0 Buon m reBUit. i order to effort
braves he jtne;r without danger thea,

took with him, not return, must uava t0 ejfect jt otW
ret assured they are tbout mcgni than tfpoa, attack, aud l a-

the fort, may auoeeed in taking (f th thei, destination, or are
prisoner General or his daughter, or .

t)lt . met by warriors. To do thw, the

T'... Vf mkr4 nf tVVvn4 Mil. Tndiaai mnL nfil kttOW I SU OA their

trail' Tben do not to detain toe
a delay of one hour 'is all Ihe time I can

spare."? : y ;

' "I mm eorry to part with you so soon,
my friend;" said 'and have a
mind (o offer my services on the occasion,
and Iry my hand as an' Indian fighte- r-
will yon accept the offer?" '

i ,

f "For the offer, you havo my' grateful
thanks, sir; but I Can not aceept'ttv No
man 'has ever been led into1 dsngerby
me, and I km certain that the presence
of another would not rather, "embarrass
than aid mo. perhaps you can help
to disguise me and my horse, which will be
of material service, should I to be
seen sooner than I desire to show myself.'.'

' "That I can Mr. - Wilmer, and
effectually; it a wise precaution, too, for
should red devils learn the' "Evil
Eye" is upon their impulse

be to murder their Captives, that
they might the easily provide for
their own safety. ' But come in, let us
get to work." - ;

"Yes, lot us1 get to work, sir; and yet it
pains me to leave1 you so soon you have
deeply me, arrd I Lad hoped to

the history the wrongs
hare driven you to wilderness'!

"And you shall Lear it Mr. it
can be told in very words, the
necessity for haste - prevent me from
dwelling', as I might do, upon
the theme. I can and work

; so whilsj ' paint your horse like a
pie-bal- d Mustang, you can learn the points
of a story neitkev long nor' romantic, in
tho common acceptation of the' term. '

commenced life with a small patrimony, and
at the age of twenty-thre- e married a lady,
whose name it is needless to mention'; and
it is needless to say, too, she was, in

estimation, the embodiment of female
perfections."' Two years subsequent, I was

prevailed upon to join a friend in a trad-

ing voyage Havana ; and vesting the
most of my means in that venture, we

ed from New Orleans, where I left my wife

and one in a comfortable little Lome
to await return.' Cnoklng back a
sigh, the Hermit resumed, after a pause. '

"For two days,' our little bark boundod
over the blno waters, before a ' free wind,
and my heart was light and as
hope could make it, the absence of the
two beings whom I so tenderly loved.. On
iv.ii.-- j j i i'l''J'i. x.L'lL vl LIme miru nuwever, fjeuuuio
a gale) .and with shortened sail, we rode
the waves at a speed that was frightful to
a landsman. Before night, with bare poles
we were flying before a furious hurricane,
and before morning, our vessel or rather
its drifted amid tho breakers,
and I,' bruised, and almost insensible, lay
stretched upon the beach, having been car-

ried ashore, clinging to a piece of timber.
Except myself, none ofth.crew wero

saved, so far as I have and a thous-

and times have I wished that their fate bad
been mine.

.
. , .., , , , ,

"The sun rose bright, on the succeeding
morning, and its they, dipped into

i.t ?t J

,
hunger and thirst that so sorely oppressed
me. I had gone but a steps, when a

pack of Mexicans, rushing to the
beach gather tho remains of the wreck,

me on the brow of a and, in
a twinkling, my arms were bound fast, and
a guard placed over me, for save keeping

an unnecessary precaution, as I had
noither the will uor the power to escape.

"An hour or two having been spent in
the work of plunder, my captor prepared
to return to their miserable village, some
three miles iulaud. Fortunately, for me,

a barrel of water, and one of t,

were the articles saved, and, by
signs, I made them understand that I was

groatly in need ' of both and my
wants were sparingly supplied,, aud my
strength sufficiently Vecruitcd to enablo

me walk to tho village. There I staid
a few days, having been sold to tho

owner of a wilver mine, whom I was

carried to that dungeon in the mountains,
where I endured, for seven long years, all

the privations and ' cruelties ' inflicted bjr
semi-barbaro- masters'upon their slaves.

At the expiration of that period, I wi s

working, alone in my department of j

mine my being all fcick when I

eeeds of my kbor. He oated hiinsnU np- -

on a target stone, aud, by liylit of Iwm

lantern, I saw that he wasezcossively
and .carcely had I time to remark it, when
ite cried out that he was ill with epl -

1

dcuiio which had swept off so many in aud j

out of the mines; and he Lad scarcely;
finished when he fainted. '

j

"I know not what sagccild tho thought,'
but it instantly occuredft? we that

rook itself. ;"You right;" ho ,lue r'PPunS Tes . in nw
to who had crept to his side; ' 8eeDled to UuSb the wreck of hoPe" 'nd
have passed over tho hill, and the fortunes that ldy buried spark-soun- d

linS c'hil,ed. stiffened and bruis,indicates that they, are moving ,

"Unbar the door, "said Wilmer; "and,ed 1 "rose UL difficulty, and looked, a,
round' hoPin8 t0 ?co 80lue hum"perhaps we can get a view them." I

tion w,,ere ,88!sUnce ,B'l8Lt U 'endcr?dTbe Hermit complied, and, noiselessly
that'meV But the 8cen5 wa9 de"y0,ate 09passing into air, they found

the storm bad passed away, and !owa bliShted prospects and I staggered
forward, knowing not whither, andnot was pouring its borrowod , .. . 1. . t ... t -l. . : , 1. r l . -
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Wilmer,

"

chance for escap Lad at last presented it
silf ; and In a moment, almost, the over
seer's cloths were stripped off and donned,
by myself ; nd taking all the ore I had
gathered that day, and finding some coin
in the pocket of - the cuit-ju- st put on, I
left thi nil&'a without having been' at all
suspected. After much toil, and Several
narrow escapes, t reached VcraCrui, sail
ed in a vessel bound for New Orleans'

here Handed in safety. " Disguised as a
Mex ican, weather beaten and prematurely
old,1!' determined to visit my home and.7
by degress make'mysclf known to my wife,7
that tho 'might experience no sudden,
shock. My knees barely , Sustained, my
weight, whilst I knocked for admittance,"
and every pulsation of m v heart was aucli- -
bio as I stood in breathless expectation.
Tho door was opened, and before 'm(

stood a wrinkled crone, who demanded my
business in a sharp and ' querulous tone.''
A soon as I could sufficiently command
myself, I told her, that Beven year! since.
a lady occupied 'that dwelling", at thV
same time giving her name and that I
had expected still to find her. there.. Tho
hag replied that'sbe had bought tho Louso
of a widow of that name, who had married
a rich sugar planter, and moved far into
the into'rior." -- 1 ml !

' "More dead' than' alive, I staggered away ;

from that hateful door, and, for hours, 1

was as one deranged. ' But I' at length.'1
caught at the hope ; that the old woman!
might be mistaken, and ventured, in myY
impenetrable disguise, to make ' enquires '

of .persons I onoe knew, and the same fa-

tal answer followed every such enquiry; '

Two days afterwards' I bade adieu' to the :

city, and hero I am, "n Teslddnt of the wild-- -

erne.' for fourteen years.'' r,'- - ydj i. . r
The old man drew a Ion breath and .

wiped the perspiration ' from Lis" brow.' ;

Wilmer deeply sympathised with him, and 1

wishing to know yet more of one for whom '

he n'crtiined so high a regard, ! ventured
to remark!- a ..'. , i

"That - lady, air, was ftill your lawful '

wife why did you not seek end olaim her; '

U ' ir'i. - . I- - a

"I did think of it, Mr. Wilmer; but re--
merabered that ehe might be happy that :

she might be the' mother of Other children '

than- - mine, and I; loved her too well to
criisb her future1 happiness by lotting Lcr i
know that aha was, innocently, guilty of
bigamy, and that her children, if any, wore -

illegitimate. - To shield her from to. great
grief, I resolved still ta be dead to hei, ,

and to bury my; name inoblivion,; Yon.t
now know all, eir, except some unimport-,- -
ant details, which I may giro hereafter; u

but now it is time you were off every. :

thing is ready, so good-b- y el". ', ,.

.Wilmer led his horse forth; and being well '

armed, as well as provisioned for a short .

campaign, leaped lightly upon tho back of,
his noble stood, and rode forward, his ,

heart softened by the sad story of the Her-- ,
mit, but strengthened in its resolve to gate :

from a worse captivity, Ida and her father.
TO BE COMXJNUJSD. ., :; j

8&.The New York. Herald's Nicaragua .

an correspondent gives this graphic account ,

of tho stylo in which Mr. Wm. Carey Jones ,

is discharging his special mission to Ccn- - j

tral America; . , , ,., ,

He disputes the chronicled opinion that ,

Vattel is any authority at all. Since Mon-

roe, said Mr. Jones, the statesmen in Wash-- .
ington had all been afloat on the true prin- -'

cipal of the iiht of national interference
He was for no milk and water policy in i

Central America. . If the filibuster could ,

not hold Nicaragua, he woul'd see that
Brother Jonathan did.-- ; He wonld irame-- 1

diately estublish a new theory of national 1

law. No further cardinal rn'mtuke should i

be made. Might should H
had been sent out to Nicaragua to negoti-
ate with Its government bad been look-

ing for it for a period ol three months, and
ho would be d d if he yet had hen able )

to find ono. "D n," said Mr.Joncs, "all ;

international proceeding all diplomatic
mission. Boys, let us have a drink. That's'1
the policy of harmony," says Mr. Jones. '

"Niearaugua for ever! '. Mr Carey Jones' ;

I reposition was unanimously adopted, and
lie, with aid.' disappeared in a email grog-ger- y,

and there they stuck till they all r

round got fairly blind. : r. :

Ammew JyuNtJOXT-Th- o Wahiugton
correspondent of the Lynchburg .Virgin,
ian, writes about Andy Johnson, as though '
he had known him from infancy, Hear
him: .i , ,;; ,. - i i .':

"That notorious doinogoguo and "dirt
cater" Aiidrcw Johiihuu of Tv'unestioe
has signalized hi advent into the Senate
by on act altogether appropriate and con-

sistent. He hail introduced his famous
''llriniiiMlnuil BI11" u hlcli lift riiiuLulltf
endeavored . to pass throuuh the . othir
House when he wus there, but which is so
entirely n bill of abominations, that no

know tllu u j ot j0hllll(,n'g exnocta- -

tion or intention that the bill khould be- -

come a law not at all. ' But Lis ffume U
0,e,T B,'"k T"' wril uncU.

"thiuka to win ly puodurmir to inc
agriri aa iwtrwli prions of the
rubble. l'iilea Johnson hould yet bo
overtaken and bufttVJ iu all Li scheme,
before the rhino of his o.ircrr, I ihll be- -'

$n to dinbolieve the id of tViti
' rctrlbutuo


